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The University of M ontana
Office of N ew s and Publications
M issoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

NEWS RELEASE

July 21, 1992
REGENTS OK UM HONORS COLLEGE NAME,
PRAISE NEW CURRICULUM
MISSOULA The state Board of Regents approved the name of The University of Montana’s honors
college and praised its new curriculum during the board’s June 18 meeting.
The name, The Davidson Honors College, recognizes these two alumni from Great Fa|ls:
Ian Davidson, chairman and chief executive officer of the D.A. Davidson & Co. investment tirm,
and his wife, Nancy. They recently gave the University SI million to build a permanent home for
the college.
UM President George Dennison commended the Davidsons for their leadership and
commitment to Montana.
"This generous gift comes at a very auspicious time in the history of Montana and The
University of Montana, Dennison said. "Because of support from the private sector, we can and
will continue to offer an education of the very highest quality, even during these difficult times."
The college, now housed on the third floor of Main Hall, was formerly called the Honors
Program. More has changed than the name, though.
"Designation as an honors college reflects a higher institutional priority on honors education
at UM, giving it more visibility and identifying it as central to the mission of the University," said
honors college Dean John Madden.
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The college, not a major in itself, offers an academic and social home to about 350 talented
undergraduate students from all majors. Candidates must be academically strong, have graduated in
the upper 10 percent of their high school class and have a composite ACT score of at least 27 or
combined SAT score of at least 1,150. The college encourages all motivated students to apply,
however.
Honors students focus on community, communication and leadership. They must finish at
least seven honors courses, which are limited to 20-25 students and emphasize critical thinking,
written and oral communication and hands-on learning.
One college innovation will be offering "clustered courses" beginning this fall — two or
three courses taken by a group of students on subjects such as The Ancient World, The Physical
World and The Community and the University.
"Taking courses together provides the foundation for learning communities within which
students help one another," Dennison said.
In addition to the clusters, the college offers special sections of introductory courses in
subjects such as calculus, macroeconomics and European civilization.
As juniors and seniors, the students enroll in seminars focusing on broad areas of public
interest or intellectual development. In their last year, they complete an honors thesis or project
that helps prepare them to become leaders in their fields and society.
To stay in good standing, students must take at least one honors course a year and maintain
an overall grade-point average of at least 3.0. To graduate through the college as University
Scholars, they must have a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher and at least a 3.4 in their major.
-more-
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The college’s current facilities include a study room, student computer work stations and a
lounge. The Honors Students’ Association sponsors a variety of social activities and community
service projects, and students can live in an honors wing of Jesse Hall.
Ian and Nancy Davidson have been involved with UM since their students days. He earned
a bachelor’s degree in business in 1953, served on the Montana Blue Ribbon Commission on
Higher Education and won Distinguished Alumnus and Neil S. Bucklew Presidential Service
awards. She earned a bachelor’s degree in biological science education in 1959 and, with her
husband, headed the state campaign for passage of the University System six-mill levy in 1988.
She’s also been a member of the Governor’s Commission on Education in the 1990s and Beyond
and serves on the UM Foundation Board of Trustees. He’s a former member of the board.
UM wiD construct a new building for The Davidson Honors College next year at a central
campus location. A campus committee has begun identifying a site and developing a design.
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Contact: Dean John Madden, The Davidson Honors College, 243-2541
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